The Friends of the
Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby
Newsletter
February 2015
A FAIR AFFAIR - The Friends had a great time at the Show!

Email:
btrw@fastrac.net.au
Website:
www.rockwallaby.org.au

CONTENTS
Kangaroo Valley Show
President News

National Parks Report
- Shoalhaven Project
Education and Website
Meet Flower and Evie

We were set up in tandem with the Kangaroo Valley Environment Group (KVEG) to illustrate that the two
groups work together to protect the wildlife and natural environment of Kangaroo Valley. Yes, that’s right
– the Friends don’t work just to protect the Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby (BTRW). This is reflected in our
VISION: A future where Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies thrive in the wild in a biodiverse Australia.
As a case in point, you may have seen the new attraction this year: a simple but stylish cat enclosure
generously built by Glenn to show just how your cat can be happy in the great outdoors without indulging
in wildlife snacks that progressively degrade our natural environment. The living, fluffy model, Atticus,
spent his time alternately reclining in the shade or the sunshine, thoroughly at home.
The Responsible Pet Ownership (RPO) group, which provided the cat enclosure, is a collaboration
between KVEG and the Friends. RPO’s aim is to encourage owners to make sure pets stay on their own
property so as to keep both them and our wildlife safe. There are many loved felines in Australia that
already spend their outdoor time in a cat enclosure, so help and advice on their construction is available.
We also had some good conversations with Kangaroo Valley locals and visitors, spreading the word about
our iconic BTRWs. As often happens, many of those chats were about the identification of our little rockstars, to help people understand that it is quite rare to see them, not just because their numbers have
been decimated, but also because of where they live. If you’re not sure whether you’ve seen a BTRW,
bear these points in mind. They are always found on or very near rugged rocky habitat. They are the
smallest wallaby in the valley - the adults are only 4-8kg. They have a very bushy tail, bushy all the way
to the tip. BTRWs are most often confused with the very common Swamp wallaby: these are usually seen
at the edge of woodland or forest, but they are twice as heavy at 12-16kg.
By Chris Pryor

The Friends wish to
thank Jing Jos of KV
for providing a
comfy café venue
for our meetings

New members are
always welcome at
our meetings
Any skills or support
you can offer will
contribute to local
biodiversity
conservation

If you are reading this on paper
please email us to request
your next Newsletter by email

Conservation-minded Kangaroo Valley students Paige Baker, Ashanti Still and Lucy Sharman have learnt
all about the Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby Recovery Program through the Friends school education program

A President Retires
We are sad to say that after 14 years as President of the Friends of the Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby Inc.,
Susan Robertson is stepping down as President. On behalf of the Friends of the Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby
Inc., we would like to thank Susan for her amazing efforts over this time. We are glad to say that she does
intend to stay on the Friends’ Management Committee but in a non-office-bearing role.
For those that don’t know, in 1994 Susan was instrumental in getting something done to protect the
Kangaroo Valley Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies (BTRW) and thus the 1080 fox baiting program began with
the involvement of the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), and The Friends of the BTRW was then
formed in 1995. Susan has been on the Friends Committee since then, and President of the group for
fourteen of its 20 years. Over this time Susan’s contributions included:
 Providing support and assistance in establishing the Shoalhaven Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby
Conservation Program,
 Providing feedback to NPWS on both the NSW BTRW Recovery Plan and the inclusion of the
Shoalhaven site in the NSW Threat Abatement Programme,
 In 1996 accepting, from the Federal Minister for the Environment, the Reader’s Digest USA’s
Fiftieth Annual Award for Environmental Endeavours which was presented to the Friends,
 Contributing to a presentation by the Friends at a conference by the Foundation for National
Parks and Planet Ark,
 Assisting in fundraising activities including the numerous Friends’ Bush Dances at the KV
Community Hall and the ongoing participation in the Kangaroo Valley A & H shows,
 Contributing to many other funding activities including an award from AGL Friends of National
Parks Award, The Foundation of National Parks for Education, NPWS “Save Our Species” Program and
Southern Rivers Catchment Authority grants.
We are in no doubt that there would be no BTRW in the Shoalhaven without Susan’s passion, energy and
commitment to BTRW conservation. We know she will continue to be committed to the recovery of the
BTRW and we look forward to her ongoing involvement in the Friends.

DONATION BOXES &
ADOPTION POSTERS
… are available to any
Kangaroo Valley
Businesses interested
in supporting the
local biodiversity
conservation initiatives
of the Friends.
Please send us an email
for more information.

A Message from the President
st
As I am stepping down as President of the Friends Management Committee on 1 March, 2015, I feel the
need to write to the members of the Friends of the Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby.
Approximately 24 years ago I became increasingly aware of the rapid decline in Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby
numbers in one of the Kangaroo Valley colonies. Having grown up on the land and having a brother who is
a Zoologist, I knew that fox predation was the main reason for the decline. With a feeling of despair and
urgency, I contacted many State and Federal Government Departments, including the CSIRO, in an
attempt to get them to do something about the fox numbers in Kangaroo Valley. I did not succeed in this
endeavour.
I then met Ian Jackett (NPWS) who had just moved to the Kangaroo Valley. After hearing my story Ian
acted very quickly to get fox control started near and around one of the Kangaroo Valley colonies. If it had
not been for Ian’s determination, lateral thinking, and swift action, there would be no Brush-tailed Rockwallabies in the Shoalhaven today. It took more than ten years of persistent fox control and observations
before we knew that the fox control had been implemented just in time. The timing had been critical.
Thank you Ian.
In 1995 Ian came up with the idea of forming a “Friends” group to work, along with the community, to
help to save the Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby from extinction in the Shoalhaven and so the Friends of the
Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby was formed in that year.
Working with NPWS, Highlands Area, South Coast Region and Head Office on the Brush-tailed Rockwallaby Recovery Program for 22 years has been, for me, a most rewarding experience. There is one
person with whom I have had a long, close working relationship and that is Melinda Norton (NPWS and
Secretary of the Friends). When the Friends were a much smaller group, with a smaller Committee and
fewer activities, Melinda and I worked closely together as, other than the Treasurer, we were doing most
of the Friends’ work on the program.
Melinda is a most hard working, intelligent, focused and congenial person with lots of equilibrium. She is
one of the main reasons why the Friends’ Committee and group has, and still does, worked so well and
been successful for so long. I appreciate your huge efforts Melinda.
There are other people from NPWS who I thank, and they are Suzanne O’Neill, Deb Ashworth, Graham
Bush, Mike Belshaw, Alison Prentice, and Juliet Dingle. Juliet is now on the Friends’ Management
Committee and is a vital part of the Friends’ ongoing activities. It has been, and still is, a great pleasure to
work with you all.
Australia has an unenviable long list of species extinctions. The Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby is only one of
the many species that is either vulnerable or endangered. I feel privileged to have been, and continue to
be, able to work closely with such a good team of people to help save another of Australia’s national
treasures, and to help maintain a level of biodiversity in this small and very beautiful part of Australia. It is
my view that this country is greatly enriched by the survival and existence of the Brush-tailed Rockwallaby in all of its locations and habitat.
To the Friends’ Management Committee and all the members, I thank you. We couldn’t do it without you.
Susan Robertson

National Parks Report – Shoalhaven Recovery Project by Juliet Dingle
Well, after no sign of Pangari on the Mountain Colony monitoring cameras for several months, I was overthe-moon to see him back. With his old man Wallace showing signs of aging (just as Adam was towards
the end of last year at the Creek colony) Pangari appears to be making moves towards dominance.
I still haven’t spied Ilyroo at the Creek Colony, which means the females there remain without a mature
male. Luckily Nibbler must have been carrying another Adam-fertilised embryo when she lost her joey
late last October, as her pouch is once again bulging. At one and a half years of age Maddie is
maddeningly cute, and her younger sibling should be able to outsmart the average predator now.
Unfortunately Pinot and Fiona lost their joeys at the other end of the Creek colony in December. The
Bagnall brothers again rushed to our aid trapping 3 wild dogs and a fox on a neighbouring property just
before Christmas. Sadly, just recently, 2 of our 4 females released from the enclosure last November
were taken by foxes. This is heartbreaking, as they seemed to have settled into life outside the enclosure
and we have been intensively monitoring the area for predators using infrared cameras. So while the
enclosure appears to have solved most of the problems associated with translocation, such as diet
transition, it hasn’t predator-proofed all the captive bred wallabies. While we hope the culprit has already
been caught (as nearby fox baits were also taken) we have ramped up control around the colony with
some expert fox trapping. Rounds of fresh meat baits are targeting the adolescent foxes now dispersing.
Just a reminder that NPWS relies heavily on residents near the known Shoalhaven BTRW colonies to
advise our contracted fox shooter, Dean Bagnall on 0427 462044, of fox sightings as soon as possible so
that he can react immediately to prevent predation of the vulnerable, newly released BTRW and joeys.
Plenty of breeding action at the River colony, as Brigalow continues his winning reign. Flower and her
daughter Ray have bulging pouches, as does Bangarra. Wirra’s young-at-foot is almost independent, sub
adults Bindi and Yaringa are full of life, while Princess Pia, old Blazie and Yalgoo have joeys just emerging.
In a recent scientific report prepared by NPWS Project Officer Melinda Norton for the South Coast
Regional Manager, the Shoalhaven BTRW Program has produced positive outcomes since the introduction
of permanent fox bait stations, according to fox and BTRW monitoring data. The state wide monitoring
regime has employed biannual sandpad monitoring for foxes and seasonal scat plot monitoring for
BTRWs. Due to the restriction of locating sandpads on tracks, the fox monitoring sites can often not be
accurately matched to the fox baiting sites. Also, while BTRW scat plot monitoring may be an effective
measure for large northern BTRW populations, infrared remote monitoring cameras (and our individual
identification of BTRW) continues to provide a more accurate assessment for our tiny Shoalhaven
population. The camera technology also facilitates fox activity monitoring that is thought to be more
reflective of true fox control results. The NSW Office of Environment and Heritage BTRW Recovery Team
and FoxTAP Management have agreed to change the past fox and BTRW monitoring regimes and make
use of the motion-detecting cameras now readily and cost-effectively available. This will mean more
cameras spying around our precious colonies for BTRWs … and their prospective predators. More eyes
watching over our Rock Stars. My time freed up from sandpad and scat plot monitoring will be spent
looking at even more cameras photos!

Above: Pinot and Fiona both lost
joeys in December. Right: Maddie

Friends Education Report by Juliet Dingle

Quotes by Canadian
Scientist David Suzuki,
author of The Sacred
Balance: Rediscovering
Our Place in Nature and
From Naked Ape to
Superspecies: Humanity
& the Global Eco-Crisis:
“The environment is so
fundamental to our
continued existence that
it must transcend
politics and become a
central value of all
members of society.”
“If we pollute the air,
water and soil that keep
us alive and well, and
destroy the biodiversity
that allows natural
systems to function, no
amount of money will
save us.”
“We repeat like a
religious mantra the
unquestioned benefits
and power of science,
information and
economics, without
inspecting the
structures and
methodology on which
they are built. Many of
these beliefs are
insupportable and
dangerous. For example,
the notion that human
beings are so clever that
we can use science and
technology to escape the
restrictions of the
natural world is a
fantasy that cannot be
fulfilled. Yet it underlies
much of government’s
and industry’s rhetoric
and programs.”
“We're in a giant car
heading towards a brick
wall and everyone's
arguing over where
they're going to sit.”

The Friends School Education Project, funded by a NSW
Government Environment Trust grant, is underway.
Online multimedia presentations with a school syllabus
focus feature in the program, with associated fun
fieldwork and group activities varying for primary and
high school classes.
Last December, as the Friends Education Officer, I took
my newly developed Stage 3 school education program to
Kangaroo Valley PS for a test run … and wow, what an
action-packed couple of afternoons we enjoyed. The Year
5 and 6 students explored the role of science and
technology in guiding biodiversity conservation
management, investigating the Shoalhaven Brush-tailed
Rock-wallaby Recovery Program as a case study.
We played Hide-and-seek in the playground with real
radio-tracking equipment, and monitored the local
wildlife using sandpads and infra-red cameras. The
puppet show, starring a variety of local threatened
species characters, was a fabulous hit and was even
filmed and posted on YouTube!
Other students formed groups with classmates to create
crazy rap songs, music videos and colourful posters about
saving the Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby and helping
biodiversity in general. The students gained a thorough
understanding of the importance of biodiversity to human
society and walked away knowing that they can make a
difference through their everyday actions and choices.

Containing pet cats and dogs within your
own yard really resounded with this class,
possibly because it is an action well within
their reach.
The students’ evolving
attitudes towards biodiversity were very
inspiring and I can only hope they
represent hope for future generations. A
big thank you to Mr Smees’ class of 2014!
I will keep you posted on the success of
the program as I visit a number of other
local primary and high schools over the
next three years.

Matt Helps the Friends Grow Online
The Friends of the Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby (FBTRW) have been busy updating the Website in an effort
to incorporate more functionality and to offer a more complete online experience! Recent changes that
have been made include the option to make SECURE online payments for FBTRW membership and
donations, as well to securely purchase merchandise or to adopt one of our beautiful wallabies.
Merchandise we currently have available for purchase (via www.rockwallaby.org.au/merchandise)
includes a selection of organic cotton t-shirts, in sizes from kids to adult, as well as a FBTRW tote bag and
postcards. Adoptions can be made (via www.rockwallaby.org.au/adopt) on behalf of somebody special
in your life, and our group of wallabies looking for a “home” is constantly changing to include new
members of our rock-wallaby family. Why not stop by and read about our latest arrivals, Pinot and
Princess Pia, and adopt one (or both) of them either for yourself, or as a gift to somebody else?
Adoptions and merchandise make great gifts at any time of the year and with the ease of purchasing via
SECURE online payments, there has never been a better time to do so! – See you soon on the FBTRW
Website (www.rockwallaby.org.au)!
HELP SAVE OUR JOEYS
Great news!! We currently have several pouched young or joeys at foot in our local colonies. Yeah!
Not-so-good news… this is the stage at which BTRWs are at their most vulnerable. The key threats are
foxes, feral cats and dogs, and roaming pet cats and dogs.
You see, BTRW joeys are much smaller
(at 1-2kg) than these predators ... and they are defenceless when out of the pouch!
BUT, there is further good news! YOU can help keep these joeys safe through this vulnerable period by:
* observing and reporting sightings of foxes, wild dogs & feral cats (report to us at btrw@fastrac.net.au)
* undertaking your own feral cat trapping
(request information at btrw@fastrac.net.au)
* participating in 1080 fox baiting, fox shooting and trapping programs
(enquiries to Melinda or Juliet
at NPWS, Fitzroy Falls on 4887 8244)
* encouraging or adopting responsible pet ownership practices - please contain/leash your cats and dogs
There is so much that YOU can do to help protect our unique little rock-stars: contact us today.
And help turn the great news into fantastic news in 12 months time.
Thank you!!

These quotes are from

Meet Flower the Rock-wallaby

ADOPT A
ROCK-WALLABY

I was born at Waterfall Springs breeding facility, where kind humans kept me safe until I was 3 years old.
In October 2012, I was moved to the Kangaroo Valley River colony with dear Wirra.

www.rockwallaby.org.au

I am of Kiwi heritage, with my folks coming from Kawau Island, just off the east coast of New Zealand’s
th
North Island. In the 19 century some Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies were taken from Australia to Kawau.
Some survivors were brought back to Australia early this century and their special lineage continues.

The perfect gift for
someone who cares about
biodiversity:

I am quite at home now in the western end of the River colony. A sweet local rock-wallaby called
Charlie helped me settle-in and find habitat with enough fox-proof refuges to raise my first joey, Ray.
She’s as big as me now, and about to have her own wee joey. Brave Brigalow visits us regularly.

A Shoalhaven Brush-tailed
Rock-wallaby adoption
includes 1 year membership
plus:
• Adoption certificate
• Poster and profile of the
chosen rock-wallaby
• Friends sticker
• Rock-wallaby postcard
• Kids activities
• Brochure on rock-wallaby
biology, ecology and
conservation

I am always proud to show-off my bulging pouch in front of the roll-call camera in our rocky cliff home.
I have a pretty white star marking on my chest that helps identify me in photos, along with a tiny notch
on the lower outer edge of my right ear … and a sparkle in my eye and a grin in my chin!
One night I hopped into a soft trap because it was full of tasty vegetables for me to nibble on. My human
friends soon came to set me free. But first they gave me a gentle cuddle in a bag and took off my radiotracking collar. Now I feel truly wild!
Keep up to date with our family through the Friends of the Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby newsletter.
You can even name my next joey! Read more about our unique biology and conservation in the
brochure in your adoption pack. And enjoy the colouring-in, certificate, collages, postcards and sticker.
Enough about cute rock-wallabies
Meet Evie - our cutest member!

Thank you to
Katherine Galindo, Jann
Mattick, Kelly Csoma,
Francesca, Ruby and
Henrietta Nella, Dan, Jim
and Lisa Rowntree, Frans
Pritchard, Mary Preece,
Barrington Kinnaird,
Rick and Fiona for your
recent adoptions

At only six years of age, Evie
Walsh from Thornbury, Victoria
has got to be one of the Friends
most enthusiastic supporters.
She adores Brush-tailed Rockwallabies and wants them to be
around when she grows up.
Evie is a proud adopter of
Merinda and follows the ups and
downs of the BTRW recovery
project in our newsletter. I don’t
know about you, but I think Evie
would make a perfect name for
Merinda’s next daughter.
Love the t-shirt Evie! And THANKS
Australian wildlife is counting on
more caring people just like you!
--------------------------------------------The Kangaroo Valley inaugural
CARPOFF is to be held on 14-15
March to help control introduced
Carp in the beautiful Kangaroo
River.
Like most introduced
species, Carp are very invasive
and damaging to our native
species. For a fun family day out,
register on the day at the Friendly
Inn for your chance to win a prize.

FRIENDS OF THE BRUSH-TAILED ROCK-WALLABY
INCORPORATED
ABN 71 795 420 274
PO BOX 6182
KANGAROO VALLEY NSW 2577
www.rockwallaby.org.au
btrw@fastrac.net.au

OUR VISION: A future where Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies thrive in the wild in a biodiverse Australia.
Dear Donor,
The Friends have been endorsed as a Deductible Gift Recipient by the Australian Taxation Office and, as such,
donations to our Public Fund of $2.00 or more are tax deductible to the donor. If you would like a receipt for
your donation in order to claim it against your tax then please complete this form.
Your generous donation is very important to us, supporting the Friends work to secure the future of the
Endangered Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby. Our efforts to date have received recognition both locally and nationally
and are seen as an excellent example of what a community group can do to help preserve a threatened species.
Your valuable support is an integral part of the Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby Recovery Plan to save this species from
extinction.
Thank you for your support,

Susan Robertson
President
The Secretary
Friends of the Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby Incorporated
PO Box 6182, Kangaroo Valley NSW 2577
I would like to make a tax deductible gift to the Friends to the amount of: $ ________________
My Name (as donor) is: ________________________________________ Date:____________
My Address is: ________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________ Postcode: _________
My Email is: __________________________________________________________________
I would like to pay by: □ Enclosed cheque
□ Direct deposit into the Friends of the Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby Public Fund Account
Westpac Bank, Nowra:

BSB - 032 691

Account Number – 41 1322

Deposit reference donor name: _____________________ Date of payment:_________
All donations into our Public Fund of $2.00 and more are tax deductible.
In order to receive a tax receipt for this donation you must return this form to the Friends of the Brush-tailed
Rock-wallaby Incorporated:
btrw@fastrac.net.au or
PO Box 6182 Kangaroo Valley NSW 2577

